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ARTICLE VIII   
 

OPERATION OF BICYCLES 
 
 
12-8-1  Effect of Regulations 
12-8-2  Traffic Ordinance Applies to Persons Riding Bicycles 
12-8-3  Riding on Bicycles 
12-8-4  Clinging to Vehicles 
12-8-5  Riding on Streets and Bicycle Paths 
12-8-6  Carrying Articles 
12-8-7  Lamps and Other Equipment on Bicycles 
12-8-8  Obedience to Traffic-Control Devices 
12-8-9  Parking 
12-8-10  Speed 
12-8-11  Emerging from Alley, Driveway, Private Road or Building 
12-8-12  Riding on Sidewalks 
12-8-13  License Required 
12-8-14  License Application 
12-8-15  Issuance of License 
12-8-16  Attachment of License Plate 
12-8-17  Authority to Prevent Use 
12-8-18  Inspection of Bicycles 
12-8-19  Transfer of Ownership 
12-8-20  Rental Agencies 
12-8-21  Bicycle Dealers 
12-8-22  Impounding Unlicensed and Unattended Bicycles 
12-8-23  Penalties 
12-8-24  Electric-Assisted Bicycles; Labels; Standards 
12-8-25  Operation of Electric-Assisted Bicycles 
 
12-8-1  EFFECT OF REGULATIONS. 
 
   A. It is a penalty assessment misdemeanor for a person to do any act 
forbidden or fail to perform any act required by Sections 12-8-1 through 23 or the Uniform 
Traffic Ordinance. 
 
    B. The parent of any child and the guardian of any ward shall not authorize 
or permit any such child or ward to violate any of the provisions of this ordinance. 
 
     C. These regulations applicable to bicycles shall apply whenever a bicycle 
is operated upon any street or upon any path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles 
subject to those exceptions stated herein. (66-3-701 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-2  TRAFFIC ORDINANCE APPLIES TO PERSONS RIDING 
    BICYCLES.   
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Every person riding a bicycle upon a street shall be granted all of the rights and shall be 
subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except in regard to the: 
 

(A) Equipment, maintenance and operation of the bicycle pursuant to as 
to the special regulations within Sections 12-8-1 through 12-8-23 or 

 
(B) Operation of the bicycle at an intersection pursuant to Section 66-7-

645 NMSA 1978.66.  (66-3-702 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-3  RIDING BICYCLES. 
 
   A. A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride 
a permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 
 
   B. No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the 
number for which it is designed and equipped.  (66-3-703 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-4  CLINGING TO VEHICLES.   
 
No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster, roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall attach the 
same or himself to any vehicle upon a street.  (66-3-704 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-5  RIDING ON STREETS AND BICYCLE PATHS. 
 
   A. Every person operating a bicycle upon a street shall ride as near to 
the right side of the street as practicable, exercising due care when passing a standing 
vehicle or one proceeding in the same direction.  (66-3-705 NMSA 1978) It shall not be 
considered practicable to ride as near to the right side of the street under the following 
circumstances: 
 
    (1) when overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction; 
 
    (2) when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a 
private road or roadway; 
 
    (3) when reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including, but 
not limited to, fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, 
animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe to continue along 
the right-hand curb or edge.  For purposes of this section, a "substandard width lane" is a 
lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane; 
 
    (4) when operating a bicycle or a moped upon a one-way 
highway with two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge 
of such roadway as practicable.(*) 
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   B. Persons riding bicycles upon a street shall not ride more than two 
abreast except on paths or parts of streets set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 
 
   C. Notwithstanding any provision of this section, no bicycle shall be 
operated on any roadway in a manner that would create a public safety hazard. (66-3-705 
NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-6  CARRYING ARTICLES.   
 
No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle, or article which prevents 
the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebar.  (66-3-706 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-7  LAMPS AND OTHER EQUIPMENT ON BICYCLES. 
 
   A. Every bicycle when in use at nighttime shall be equipped with a lamp 
on the front which shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred 
feet to the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type approved by the division which 
shall be visible from all distances from fifty feet to three hundred feet to the rear when 
directly in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle.  A lamp emitting 
a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition 
to the red reflector. 
 
   B. No person shall operate a bicycle unless it is equipped with a bell or 
other device capable of giving a signal audible for a distance of at least one hundred feet, 
except that a bicycle shall not be equipped with, nor shall any person use upon a bicycle 
any siren or whistle. 
 
   C. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the 
operator to make the brake wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement.  (66-3-707 NMSA 
1978) 
 
12-8-8  OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC-CONTROL DEVICES. 
 
   A.  Any person operating a bicycle shall obey the instructions of official 
traffic-control devices applicable to vehicles, unless otherwise directed by a police officer. 
 
   B. Whenever authorized signs are erected indicating that no right or left 
or U-turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall disobey the direction of any such 
sign, except where such person dismounts from the bicycle to make any such turn, in which 
event the person shall then obey the regulations applicable to pedestrians. (*) 
 
12-8-9  PARKING.   
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No person shall park a bicycle upon a street other than upon the street against the curb or 
upon the sidewalk in a rack to support the bicycle or against a building or at the curb, in 
such manner as to afford the least obstruction to pedestrian traffic. (*) 
 
12-8-10 SPEED.   
 
No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under 
the conditions then existing.(*) 
 
12-8-11 EMERGING FROM ALLEY, DRIVEWAY, PRIVATE ROAD OR  
   BUILDING. 
 
   A. The operator of a bicycle emerging from an alley, private road, 
driveway or building shall yield the right of way to all pedestrians on the sidewalk or 
sidewalk area. 
 
   B. Upon entering the street, the driver of a bicycle shall yield the right 
of way to all vehicles approaching on the street.(*) 
 
12-8-12 RIDING ON SIDEWALKS. 
 
   A. No person shall ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk within a business 
district. 
 
   B. No person shall ride a bicycle on any sidewalk or street when signs 
are posted prohibiting bicycles on the sidewalk or street. 
    
   C. When signs are posted requiring bicycles to use sidewalks or paths 
adjacent to a street, no person shall ride a bicycle on the street adjacent to the sidewalks or 
paths. 
 
   D. Whenever any person is riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk, the person 
shall yield the right way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal before overtaking 
and passing a pedestrian.(*) 
 
12-8-13 LICENSE REQUIRED. 
 
   A. No person who resides within this municipality shall ride or propel 
a bicycle on any street or upon any public path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles 
unless the bicycle has been licensed and a license plate is attached thereto as provided in 
Sections 12-8-13 through 12-8-16. 
 
   B. Any bicycle owner who resides within this municipality shall be 
required to secure and display a license for the bicycle within ten days from the date upon 
which the ownership is acquired.(*) 
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12-8-14 LICENSE APPLICATION. 
 
   A. Application for a bicycle license and license plate shall be made upon 
a form provided by the municipality and shall be made to the police department. 
 
   B. An annual license fee of one dollar and twenty-five cents ($1.25) 
shall be paid to the municipality before the license is granted.(*) 
 
12-8-15 ISSUANCE OF LICENSE. 
 
   A. The police department upon receiving proper application for a 
license is authorized to issue a bicycle license which shall be permanently effective. 
   
   B. The police department shall not issue a license for any bicycle when 
he knows or has reasonable grounds to believe that the applicant is not the owner of or 
entitled to the possession of the bicycle. 
 
   C. The police department shall keep a record of the number of each 
license, the date issued, the name and address of the person to whom issued, the number of 
the frame of the bicycle for which issued and a record of all bicycle license fees collected.(*) 
 
12-8-16 ATTACHMENT OF LICENSE PLATE. 
 
   A. The police department upon issuing a bicycle license shall also issue 
a license plate or decal bearing the license number assigned to the bicycle.  License plates 
or decals shall be furnished by the municipality to the police department. 
 
   B. The police department, or a designated representative, shall cause the 
license plate or decal to be firmly attached to the rear mudguard or frame of the bicycle for 
which issued in such position as to be plainly visible from the rear. 
 
   C. No person shall remove a license plate or decal from a bicycle except 
upon transfer of ownership as provided herein or in the event the bicycle is dismantled and 
no longer operated upon any street in this municipality. 
 
   D. In the event of loss or destruction of the original license plate or 
decal, the owner of the bicycle may secure a replacement upon filing a new application and 
the payment of a fee of fifty cents ($.50).(*) 
 
12-8-17 AUTHORITY TO PREVENT USE.   
 
Whenever any bicycle is found which does not bear a license as provided herein or 
whenever a bicycle is found not equipped as required by Sections 12-8-1 through 12-8-23, 
it is the duty of the police department to cause the removal of the bicycle from the public 
streets until such time as the requirements of Sections 12-8-1 through 12-8-23 are complied 
with.(*) 
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12-8-18 INSPECTION OF BICYCLES.   
 
The police department or an agency designated by the chief of police shall inspect each 
bicycle before licensing it and shall refuse a license for any bicycle which the police 
department or designated agency determines is in unsafe mechanical condition.(*) 
 
12-8-19 TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP.   
 
Upon the sale or other transfer of a licensed bicycle, the licensee may, under the supervision 
of the police department remove the license plate or decal and surrender it to the police 
department or the licensee may, upon proper application but without payment of additional 
fee, have the plate or decal assigned to another bicycle owned by the licensee, or the license 
plate may, upon proper application but without additional fee, be transferred to the 
purchaser or transferee of the licensed bicycle.(*) 
 
12-8-20 RENTAL AGENCIES.   
 
A rental agency shall not rent or offer to rent any bicycle for rent unless: 
 

A. the bicycle is licensed; 
 
B. a license plate or decal is attached thereto as provided in this section; 

and 
 
C. the bicycle is equipped with the lamps and other equipment required 

by state law or this ordinance.(*) 
 
12-8-21 BICYCLE DEALERS. 
 
   A. Every person engaged in the business of buying or selling new or 
second-hand bicycles shall make a report to the police department of every bicycle 
purchased or sold by the dealer, and the report shall contain the following information: 
 
    (1) the name and address of the person from whom the bicycle 
was purchased or to whom the bicycle was sold; 
 
    (2) a description of the bicycle by name or make; 
 
    (3) the frame number of the bicycle; and 
 
    (4) the number of the license plate or decal, if any. 
 
   B. In the event the dealer purchased a bicycle whereon the frame 
number, or any portion of it has been removed, tampered with or in any manner made 
illegible, the dealer shall make an immediate report to the police department.  For the 
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purpose of this paragraph, the term “bicycle” shall include less than an entire bicycle as 
long as the portion bought or sold includes a frame.(*) 
 
12-8-22 IMPOUNDING UNLICENSED AND UNATTENDED BICYCLES. 
 
   A. Whenever any bicycle is found unlicensed by a police officer and 
there is no person in attendance upon the parked bicycle, the police officer is authorized to 
remove the bicycle to the nearest municipal bicycle pound or authorized location as 
determined and designated by the police department. 
 
   B. Before the owner or person entitled to possession of any legally 
impounded bicycle shall be permitted to remove it from the custody of the bicycle pound 
or other authorized location, he shall furnish evidence of identity and ownership of the 
bicycle and evidence of a validly issued bicycle license to be placed on the bicycle.(*) 
 
12-8-23 PENALTIES.   
 
Every person convicted of a violation of any provision of Sections 12-8-1 through 12-8-23 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00), or by removal and 
detention of the license plate or decal from the person's bicycle for a period not to exceed 
thirty days or by any combination thereof.(*)  
 
12-8-24 ELECTRIC-ASSISTED BICYCLES; LABELS; STANDARDS. 
 

A. Every manufacturer or distributor of new electric-assisted bicycles 
intended for sale or distribution in New Mexico shall permanently affix to each electric-
assisted bicycle, in a prominent location, a label that contains the classification number, top 
assisted speed and motor wattage of the electric-assisted bicycle. The label shall be printed 
in arial font in at least nine-point type. 

 
B. A person shall not knowingly modify an electric-assisted bicycle so 

as to change the speed capability or motor engagement of the electric-assisted bicycle 
without also appropriately replacing, or causing to be replaced, the label indicating the 
classification required by Subsection A of this section. 

 
C. An electric-assisted bicycle shall comply with the equipment and 

manufacturing requirements for bicycles adopted by the United States consumer product 
safety commission and codified at 16 CFR 1512 or its successor regulation. 

 
D. A class 2 electric-assisted bicycle shall operate in a manner so that 

the electric motor is disengaged or ceases to function when the brakes are applied. Class 1 
and class 3 electric-assisted bicycles shall be equipped with a mechanism or circuit that 
cannot be bypassed and that causes the electric motor to disengage or cease to function 
when the rider stops pedaling. 
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E. A class 3 electric-assisted bicycle shall be equipped with a 
speedometer that displays, in miles per hour, the speed that the electric-assisted bicycle is 
traveling. (66-3-708 NMSA 1978) 
 
12-8-25 OPERATION OF ELECTRIC-ASSISTED BICYCLES. 
 

A. A person may ride a class 1 electric-assisted bicycle on a bicycle or 
pedestrian path where bicycles are authorized to travel; provided that a political subdivision 
of the state may prohibit the operation of a class 1 electric-assisted bicycle on a bicycle or 
pedestrian path within its jurisdiction. 

 
B. A person shall not ride a class 2 or class 3 electric-assisted bicycle 

on a bicycle or pedestrian path unless: 
 

(1) the path is within a street or highway; or 
(1)(2) The pathway should be is at least eight (8) feet wide or 
(3) political subdivision of the state permits the operation of a 

class 2 or class 3 electric-assisted bicycle on a path under its jurisdiction. 
 

C. A person under sixteen years of age shall not operate a class 3 
electric-assisted bicycle upon any street, highway or bicycle or pedestrian path, except that 
a person under sixteen years of age may ride as a passenger on a class 3 electric-assisted 
bicycle that is designed to accommodate passengers. 

 
D. This section does not apply to a trail that is specifically designated as 

non-motorized and that has a natural surface tread that is made by clearing and grading the 
native soil with no added surfacing materials. A political subdivision of the state or a state 
agency having jurisdiction over a trail described in this subsection may regulate the use of 
an electric-assisted bicycle on that trail. (66-3-709 NMSA 1978) 
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